
Lake Atwood                                                                                                            
2021 FISHERIES STATUS SUMMARY 

LOCATION – Lake Atwood is located at the Hollows Conservation Area in Cary.  The entrance 
is located at 3804 Route 14 in Cary.  Look for a large sign on the north side of Route 14, 0.9 
miles east of Route 31. (GPS 42.22659, -88.25963)      
 
DESCRIPTION – Lake Atwood is a 21.6-acre reclaimed gravel pit lake.  Like most gravel pit 
lakes in the area, this lake is deep, clear, and well vegetated.  Lake Atwood has a maximum 

depth of 30.0 feet and average depth of 14.0 feet.  Steep drop-offs are common around much of the 
shoreline, but shallow littoral habitat is sufficient to support natural fish reproduction.  The lake and much 
of its watershed are set in a natural setting within the conservation area and the shore is generally 
undeveloped, except for a concrete boat launch, paved parking lot, and handicap accessible fishing pier. 
Watercraft with electric motors are allowed.  There are two other ponds on the Conservation Area. 
 
MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES:  Lake Atwood is one of 15 lakes and ponds owned by the McHenry County 
Conservation District (MCCD).  The lake is managed under a cooperative management agreement between 
the MCCD and the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR).  The fish community in this lake is 
sampled every four to five years.  Channel Catfish and Largemouth Bass are stocked annually.  Rainbow 
Trout are stocked in the spring to coincide with the State’s Catchable Trout Program (first Saturday in 
April).  The district stocked 30 Muskie in 2008 and 2011.  Site specific regulations apply (see reverse side).      
 
STATUS OF THE SPORT FISHERY – While catch rates for Largemouth Bass in 2021 were lower than the 2016 
survey, size structure looked a little better.  Bluegill abundance was low again with size structure skewed 
toward small fish.  There is a “bonus” fishery in this lake for Walleye and Muskie as well. This is a popular 
place when the Trout Season opens, so don’t be surprised if there is a crowd!   
 
LARGEMOUTH BASS – Largemouth Bass were caught at a rate of 53 fish per hour. This is slightly lower than 
the management goal of 60 fish per hour.  This low catch rate is not a concern as electrofishing catch rates 
tend to the lower in clear, steep-sided quarries like Atwood. Size structure looked good with 55% of the bass 
measuring longer than 15 inches. The heaviest fish weighed 2.8 pounds. Largemouth Bass are stocked 
annually to supplement natural reproduction.  No signs of stunting were evident in Lake Atwood.  
  
BLUEGILL – Bluegill numbers were low as this survey took place before the Bluegill had moved shallow to 
spawn.  Bluegill were caught at a rate of 35 fish per hour (we like to see this number around 120 fish per 
hour).  The steep-sided banks and clear water do tend to lower catch rates for Bluegill as well.  The bluegill 
catch was skewed toward small individuals with less than ten percent of the catch measuring longer than six 
inches.  Pumpkinseed and Warmouth also contribute to the panfish population.  Pumpkinseed over eight 
inches were caught in previous surveys.  

 
CHANNEL CATFISH – Channel Catfish are stocked annually by IDNR (250-350 fish between 8-12 inches). Two 
Channel Catfish were caught in the 2021 survey. The larger Channel Catfish was a 25.5-inch fish, weighing 
7.6 pounds.   
 
BLACK CRAPPIE – Only two small Black Crappie were caught in the most recent survey. This lake is not 
stocked with or managed for Crappie at this time.  Black Crappie populations in small lakes and ponds tend 
to have large fluctuations over time.  Black Crappie over ten inches have been collected in previous surveys.    
 
ADDITIONAL FISH SPECIES:  There is a small population of Muskie in Atwood as a result of a handful of small 
stockings by MCCD.  A 43-inch Muskie was caught in our 2016 survey.  Other species found in Lake Atwood 
include Bluntnose Minnow, Common Carp, Grass pickerel, Green Sunfish, Lake Chubsucker, Rainbow Trout 
and Walleye. 
 
 



2021 Lake Atwood Fish Community Survey - 40 minutes DC electrofishing - May 5th, 2021 

 Number Length (Inches)  Weight (pounds) 

Species Collected Min  Max  Avg.    Min  Max  

Largemouth Bass 35 8.19 17.72 15.10  0.25 2.80 

Bluegill 23 3.74 6.38 4.81  0.03 0.13 

Pumpkinseed 11 4.02 7.60 5.14  0.04 0.36 

Black Crappie 2 3.94 7.01 5.47  0.17 0.17 

Channel Catfish 2 16.65 25.51 21.08  1.54 7.58 

Grass Pickerel 2 7.60 9.13 8.37  0.09 0.16 

Common Carp 1 27.32 27.32 27.32    
Warmouth 1 3.15 3.15 3.15       

Total # of Fish Caught 77       
 
Regulations: -All anglers on MCCD sites are limited to only two fishing devices. 

-The use of live bait (minnows) is prohibited. 
- Largemouth and smallmouth bass – Daily creel limit of one fish. 
- Largemouth and smallmouth bass – Minimum length limit of 15 inches. 
- Channel catfish – Daily creel limit of six fish. 
- Other statewide regulations apply. 

 
-For more information call the McHenry County Conservation District at 815-338-6223 or IDNR Fisheries at 
(815) 675-2386 ext. 214  
-For general information on fishing in Illinois visit the IDNR Fisheries Division at:  www.ifishillinois.org   
AND purchase your fishing license online at:  www.dnr.illinois.gov 

http://www.ifishillinois.org/
http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/

